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Some folks are born into a good life,
Other folks get it anyway, anyhow,
I lost my money and I lost my wife,
Them things don't seem to matter much to me 
now.
Tonight I'll be on that hill 'cause I can't stop,
I'll be on that hill with everything I got,
Lives on the line where dreams are found and lost,
I'll be there on time and I'll pay the cost,
For wanting things that can only be found
In the darkness on the edge of town. 

In the In the darknessdarkness on the on the edgeedge ofof towntown

(Bruce Springsteen)(Bruce Springsteen)



City  City  boundariesboundaries

WhereWhere a city a city startsstarts? ? WhereWhere itit endsends??

WhereWhere are (and are (and howhow can can wewe recognizerecognize) city ) city limitslimits??

ImagesImages aboutabout patternspatterns ((historicalhistorical centerscenters, , citadelscitadels, , housinghousing districtsdistricts ..) show ..) show 
thatthat sometimessometimes itit isis easy easy toto definedefine boundariesboundaries……

butbut

sometimessometimes itit isis veryvery difficultdifficult toto ““closeclose”” a city a city intointo defineddefined boundariesboundaries ((wewe willwill
show the show the exampleexample aboutabout Milan)Milan)

BoundariesBoundaries dondon’’t t existexist in nature: in nature: 

theythey are social are social productsproducts, , 

dependingdepending on on politicalpolitical, , institutionalinstitutional and social and social practicespractices

((eveneven ifif theythey are are linkedlinked withwith physicalphysical possibilitiesapossibilitiesa and and actionsactions in in spacespace))



















ManyMany boundariesboundaries

ThereThere are are manymany differentdifferent boundariesboundaries thatthat are are relevantrelevant forfor understandingunderstanding the the 
relationshiprelationship betweenbetween spacespace//placeplace and societyand society

ExamplesExamples

InstitutionalInstitutional boundariesboundaries ((forfor exampleexample: : municipalitiesmunicipalities, , butbut alsoalso otherother kindkind ofof
institutionalinstitutional differentiationsdifferentiations))

SocialSocial boundariesboundaries ((ghettosghettos, , banlieusbanlieus, , gatedgated communitiescommunities))

PhysicalPhysical boundariesboundaries (in (in urbanurban spacesspaces therethere are some are some invalicableinvalicable boundariesboundaries: : 
infrastructuresinfrastructures, , wallswalls, , closedclosed settlementssettlements, ..), ..)

SymbolicSymbolic boundariesboundaries ((phisicalphisical boundariesboundaries thatthat havehave oftenoften a social and cultural a social and cultural 
meaningmeaning))









BoundariesBoundaries and and territorialityterritoriality

TerritorialityTerritoriality is the means by which space and society are interrelatedis the means by which space and society are interrelated

The most familiar uses of human territoriality are:The most familiar uses of human territoriality are:

�� establishing establishing political jurisdictionpolitical jurisdiction (of a State, Region, Municipality);(of a State, Region, Municipality);

�� delimiting delimiting private ownershipprivate ownership of land of land 

Through the control of the territoriality, human beings may deciThrough the control of the territoriality, human beings may decide:de:

�� to facilitate or not some relationships between people and placeto facilitate or not some relationships between people and placess

�� to establish different degrees of access to things and resourcesto establish different degrees of access to things and resources

�� to state which behaviours are admitted in a place, and which areto state which behaviours are admitted in a place, and which are not  not  

�� to establish how the soil can and cannot be used forto establish how the soil can and cannot be used for



BoundariesBoundaries, , inclusioninclusion and and exclusionexclusion

Territoriality is Territoriality is a form of appropriation of a spacea form of appropriation of a space that usually that usually imply imply 
also a form of communicationalso a form of communication

This process may involve a marker in the space that is commonly This process may involve a marker in the space that is commonly found in a found in a 
boundary boundary 

As boundaries are As boundaries are both inclusive and exclusiveboth inclusive and exclusive, the action of , the action of ““drawing the drawing the 
boundary lineboundary line”” could be seen as a complex process intimately related to could be seen as a complex process intimately related to 
issues of :issues of :

�� powerpower (when boundaries are used to establish privileges or disadvanta(when boundaries are used to establish privileges or disadvantages ges 
for for ““insidersinsiders””, but not for , but not for ““outsidersoutsiders””))

�� identityidentity (when a boundary establishes  who is part of a community, and (when a boundary establishes  who is part of a community, and 
who is not)who is not)

�� social controlsocial control (when a boundary is used to establish where some rules (when a boundary is used to establish where some rules 
should be applied, and where should be not) should be applied, and where should be not) 



The break down The break down ofof traditionaltraditional citiescities’’ boundariesboundaries

The traditional citiesThe traditional cities’’ boundaries are breaking down. This does not mean that boundaries are breaking down. This does not mean that 
boundaries (inside the city, and between cities) are not relevanboundaries (inside the city, and between cities) are not relevant!t!

Some phenomena define new spaces (and new boundaries) in contempSome phenomena define new spaces (and new boundaries) in contemporary orary 
city within now routinely city within now routinely distanciateddistanciated networks of economic organisations:networks of economic organisations:

�� the space of the space of transnational corporationstransnational corporations (which have their own specific (which have their own specific 
transnational boundaries)transnational boundaries)

�� the geography of the geography of placeplace--based knowledgebased knowledge--based industriesbased industries (the (the 
example of fashion or design districts)example of fashion or design districts)

�� The electronic space of The electronic space of information flowsinformation flows



New New boundariesboundaries and and newnew imagesimages ofof citiescities

These processes show that the traditional image of institutionalThese processes show that the traditional image of institutional boundaries as boundaries as 
physical and symbolic delimitations of social and economic practphysical and symbolic delimitations of social and economic practices is now ices is now 
in crisisin crisis

Three examples:Three examples:

�� the the worldwide webworldwide web (www and possibilities of communication and (www and possibilities of communication and 
exchange between people living in each part of the world)exchange between people living in each part of the world)

�� the the global financial marketsglobal financial markets (see the example of the global financial and (see the example of the global financial and 
economic crisis we are living)economic crisis we are living)

�� the diffusion of the diffusion of englishenglish as a sort of  as a sort of  ““globalglobal”” languagelanguage for international for international 
communicationscommunications

These phenomena bring new patterns and new images of citiesThese phenomena bring new patterns and new images of cities



Global Global citiescities

A A global cityglobal city isis a city a city deemeddeemed toto bebe anan importantimportant nodenode pointpoint in the global in the global 
economiceconomic systemssystems. The . The conceptconcept comescomes fromfrom geogpahygeogpahy and and urbanurban studiesstudies
and and restsrests on the idea on the idea thatthat globalisationglobalisation can can bebe understoodunderstood asas largelylargely createdcreated, , 
facilitatedfacilitated and and enactedenacted in in strategicstrategic geographicgeographic localeslocales accordingaccording toto a a 
hierarchyhierarchy ofof importanceimportance toto the the operationoperation ofof the global system the global system ofof finance and finance and 
tradetrade. The . The mostmost complexcomplex ofof thesethese entitiesentities isis the "global city," the "global city," wherebywhereby the the 
linkageslinkages bindingbinding a city a city havehave a a directdirect and and tangibletangible effecteffect on global on global affairsaffairs
throughthrough sociosocio--economiceconomic meansmeans

The The criteriacriteria forfor identificationidentification tendtend eithereither toto bebe basedbased on a "on a "yardstickyardstick valuevalue" " 
("e.g. ("e.g. ifif the the producerproducer--serviceservice sectorsector isis the the largestlargest sectorsector, , thenthen city X city X isis a a 
world city") or on world city") or on anan ""imminentimminent determinationdetermination" ("" ("ifif the the producerproducer--serviceservice
sectorsector ofof city X city X isis greatergreater thanthan the the producerproducer--serviceservice sectorsector ofof N N otherother citiescities, , 
thenthen city X city X isis a world city").a world city").

((Peter Hall, Peter Hall, SaskiaSaskia SassenSassen, Manuel , Manuel CastellsCastells))



CharactersCharacters ofof global global citiescities

�� International, International, firstfirst--namename familiarityfamiliarity

�� ActiveActive influenceinfluence on and on and participationparticipation in in internationalinternational eventsevents and world and world 
affairsaffairs

�� A A fairlyfairly largelarge populationpopulation

�� A major A major internationalinternational airportairport

�� An An advancedadvanced transportationtransportation system system 

�� severalseveral internationalinternational culturescultures and and communitiescommunities

�� International International financialfinancial institutionsinstitutions, , corporartecorporarte headquartersheadquarters internationalinternational
conglomeratesconglomerates and stock and stock exchangeexchange

�� An An advancedadvanced communicationscommunications infrastructureinfrastructure on on whichwhich modernmodern transtrans--
nationalnational corporationscorporations relyrely, , suchsuch asas fiberopticsfiberoptics, , wiwi--fifi networksnetworks, mobile , mobile 
phonesphones servicesservices, and , and otherother highhigh--speedspeed lineslines ofof communicationscommunications. . 

�� WorldWorld--renownedrenowned cultural cultural institutionsinstitutions, , suchsuch asas museumsmuseums and and universitiesuniversities

�� A A livelylively cultural scene, cultural scene, 

�� SeveralSeveral powerfulpowerful and and influentialinfluential media media outletsoutlets

�� A strong A strong sportingsporting community, community, includingincluding major major sportssports facilitiesfacilities, , 









PolycentricPolycentric mega city mega city regionsregions

Il global cities are defined in terms of their external informatIl global cities are defined in terms of their external information exchanges, ion exchanges, 
polycentric global megacity regions  (polycentric global megacity regions  (MCRsMCRs) can be defined in terms of their ) can be defined in terms of their 
internal linkages (Hall, Pain)internal linkages (Hall, Pain)

The passages from global cities to The passages from global cities to MCRsMCRs::

�� World city hierarchyWorld city hierarchy (command and  control, competition for scarce (command and  control, competition for scarce 
resources, concentration of functions and activities; NY, Londonresources, concentration of functions and activities; NY, London, , TokioTokio))……

�� World city World city networksnetworks ((organisationalorganisational structurestructure ofof the global economy: the global economy: 
cooperationcooperation and and competitioncompetition betweenbetween citiescities))……

�� Global city Global city regionsregions ((complexcomplex urbanurban regionsregions, , encompassingencompassing severalseveral citiescities, , 
netwokednetwoked in a in a polycentricpolycentric structurestructure))

�� SpaceSpace ofof flowsflows in the network society (in the network society (citiescities withinwithin networksnetworks are are hubshubs and and 
nodesnodes in the in the sapecsapec ofof flowsflows))



London Mega City London Mega City RegionRegion





FunctionsFunctions and and placesplaces

The relevance of functions in the interpretation of world citiesThe relevance of functions in the interpretation of world cities and and MCRsMCRs

�� Finance and high level servicesFinance and high level services

�� Culture, media, research and knowledge based activitiesCulture, media, research and knowledge based activities

�� Logistic and transportationLogistic and transportation

Functions have their own geography, their own boundaries, their Functions have their own geography, their own boundaries, their own spatial own spatial 
organisationorganisation

WhatWhat are are urbanurban functionsfunctions??

ClustersClusters ofof activitiesactivities,,linkedlinked toto economiceconomic and social and social dynamicsdynamics, , thatthat generate generate 
theirtheir ownown boundariesboundaries and and spacesspaces//placesplaces, , hubshubs and and nodesnodes



The The endlessendless citycity

For Milan urban region in northern Italy has been used the imageFor Milan urban region in northern Italy has been used the image of of ““Infinite Infinite 
citycity””.  The image gives the idea of a city spread in the territory, w.  The image gives the idea of a city spread in the territory, without clear ithout clear 
boundaries.boundaries.

�� the Infinite city has not definite boundaries (not only from thethe Infinite city has not definite boundaries (not only from the
administrative but even from the economic and social point of viadministrative but even from the economic and social point of view); ew); 

�� its economic structure is its economic structure is ““glocalglocal”” (that is to say: locality rooted but open to (that is to say: locality rooted but open to 
global market dynamics); global market dynamics); 

�� its inner areas have complex relationship with the urban region.its inner areas have complex relationship with the urban region.

ButBut remeberremeber: : alsoalso anan infinite city, infinite city, basedbased on on fluxesfluxes and and functionsfunctions, , isis
mademade ofof spacesspaces//placesplaces, , patternspatterns and and landscapeslandscapes, , practicespractices ofof
everydayeveryday life.life.



CitiesCities asas economiceconomic systemssystems

CitesCites can can bebe consideredconsidered economiceconomic systemssystems

ButBut……

whatwhat isis the economy the economy ofof a city?a city?

In In urbanurban economy economy wewe can can recognizerecognize differentdifferent dimensionsdimensions::

Location (Location (ofof economiceconomic activitiesactivities))

Production (Production (ofof goodsgoods and and servicesservices))

ConsumptionConsumption ((connectedconnected toto locallocal and global and global dynamicsdynamics))

EconomicEconomic institutionsinstitutions and and policiespolicies ((locallocal and and nonnon--locallocal))



Location  Location  

The The reasonsreasons forfor localisationlocalisation ofof urbanurban activitiesactivities havehave dramaticallydramatically changedchanged

TraditionalTraditional localisationlocalisation theoriestheories are are notnot completelycompletely usableusable forfor contemporarycontemporary
citiescities

TraditionalTraditional localisationlocalisation factorsfactors::

�� LandLand priceprice

�� Access Access toto labourlabour and and otherother productiveproductive factorsfactors marketmarket

�� AccessibilityAccessibility, , infrastructureinfrastructure and industrial and industrial servicesservices supplysupply

New New localisationlocalisation factorsfactors

�� ImmaterialImmaterial servicesservices

�� UrbanUrban environmentenvironment

�� QualityQuality ofof lifelife

�� High High skilledskilled humanhuman capital capital 



Location  (2)Location  (2)

butbut……

as Amin and Thrift show as Amin and Thrift show ““the views of businesses about key location factors or the views of businesses about key location factors or 

their type of activity tend to emphasise basic issues of accessbtheir type of activity tend to emphasise basic issues of accessbility and the ility and the 

cost / availability of relevant kinds of labour and premises, racost / availability of relevant kinds of labour and premises, rather than ther than 

more sophisticated aspects of the busness milieux, which tend tomore sophisticated aspects of the busness milieux, which tend to be be 

signficant only for small minorities of businesssignficant only for small minorities of business””

This means that the analysis of the new relationship between ecoThis means that the analysis of the new relationship between economic nomic 

activities and space should be specifiedactivities and space should be specified



Production  Production  

The spatial organisation of production has changed in connectionThe spatial organisation of production has changed in connection with many with many 

economic processeseconomic processes

�� interaction between goods and servicesinteraction between goods and services

�� deindustrialisationdeindustrialisation

�� fragmentation of firmsfragmentation of firms’’ sizesize

�� delocalisationdelocalisation

�� role of ICT role of ICT 

This does not mean that industrial activities are not relevant iThis does not mean that industrial activities are not relevant in urban areasn urban areas……

but the traditional spatial concentration of production is over but the traditional spatial concentration of production is over (see the (see the 

phenomenon of huge industrial sites now abandoned)phenomenon of huge industrial sites now abandoned)



Consumption  Consumption  

Cties are agglomerations of people, buildings, technologies, comCties are agglomerations of people, buildings, technologies, communication munication 

networks, offices, homes, parks, services.networks, offices, homes, parks, services.

This dense ecology can be explained also in terms of the economyThis dense ecology can be explained also in terms of the economy of of 

consumptionconsumption

Four urban amenities mark the city as a consumption site:Four urban amenities mark the city as a consumption site:

�� rich variety of services and consumers goodsrich variety of services and consumers goods

�� aesthetics and physcal settingaesthetics and physcal setting

�� good public servicesgood public services

�� quick mobilityquick mobility



A case study: the transformation of Falck areas A case study: the transformation of Falck areas 

in Sesto San Giovanni (Milano)in Sesto San Giovanni (Milano)



Falck areas from Google earthFalck areas from Google earth



Location of the projectLocation of the project
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The interest of the caseThe interest of the case

�� Market factorsMarket factors

�� Unitary ownershipUnitary ownership––changed in timechanged in time

�� Significant costs of land remediationSignificant costs of land remediation

�� Long term (uncertain) return horizontLong term (uncertain) return horizont

�� Political factorsPolitical factors

�� Municipality of communist origins nostalgic of industrial pastMunicipality of communist origins nostalgic of industrial past

�� Lack of local services and lack of public money to address Lack of local services and lack of public money to address 

funamental issuesfunamental issues

�� Risk of socioRisk of socio--economic| electoral shifteconomic| electoral shift

�� Social issuesSocial issues

�� Singnificant intervention impact on local quality of lifeSingnificant intervention impact on local quality of life

�� Nostalgic civic groupsNostalgic civic groups

�� Strong symbolic valueStrong symbolic value3838
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The processThe process

�� First phase (80sFirst phase (80s--1995) 1995) -- Falck industrial activities suspendedFalck industrial activities suspended

�� 1995 1995 –– First project (Kenzo Tange)First project (Kenzo Tange)

�� 1997 1997 –– first land use change in Sesto SG plan (from industry to servicfirst land use change in Sesto SG plan (from industry to services, housing and park)es, housing and park)

�� 1998 1998 –– competition organised by ASNM (winner: Paola Viganò project)competition organised by ASNM (winner: Paola Viganò project)

�� 2000 2000 –– Falck areas are sold to a local developer (Pasini) for about 19Falck areas are sold to a local developer (Pasini) for about 190 Meuro0 Meuro

�� 2001 2001 –– Master plan by a group coordinated  by Mario BottaMaster plan by a group coordinated  by Mario Botta

�� PII proposal  by PasiniPII proposal  by Pasini

�� 2004 2004 –– New land use plan (PRG) approved, with a reduction of  the voluNew land use plan (PRG) approved, with a reduction of  the volumesmes

�� 2005 2005 –– Pasini sells the areas to a national developer (Risanamento, owPasini sells the areas to a national developer (Risanamento, owned by Zunino) for 218  ned by Zunino) for 218  

MeuroMeuro

�� 2006 2006 -- Firts Master plan proposal by Renzo PianoFirts Master plan proposal by Renzo Piano

�� 2008 2008 –– PII proposal by RisanamentoPII proposal by Risanamento

�� 2010 2010 –– Risanamento sells the areas to a new developer  (Sesto ImmobiliRisanamento sells the areas to a new developer  (Sesto Immobiliare). Value: 405 Meuroare). Value: 405 Meuro

�� February 2011 February 2011 –– New PII proposal based on a revison of Renzo Piano master PlanNew PII proposal based on a revison of Renzo Piano master Plan

�� July 2011 July 2011 –– Inquiry on corruption episodes, involving developers and the MuInquiry on corruption episodes, involving developers and the Municipalitynicipality

�� September 2011 September 2011 –– PII approvedPII approved

�� AND NOW ???AND NOW ???
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Sparkling proposal by Paola ViganòSparkling proposal by Paola Viganò
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Mario Botta Master Plan proposal Mario Botta Master Plan proposal 
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Renzo Piano proposal: general overviewRenzo Piano proposal: general overview

�� Localisation: Sesto San Giovanni (MI)Localisation: Sesto San Giovanni (MI)

�� Master Plan: Renzo Piano BuildingMaster Plan: Renzo Piano Building

�� Planning tool: PIIPlanning tool: PII

�� Total surface: 1,400,000 smtTotal surface: 1,400,000 smt

�� SLP 1,030,000 smtSLP 1,030,000 smt

�� Density 0,68 smt/smtDensity 0,68 smt/smt

Housing 629,000 smtHousing 629,000 smt

Commerce 100,000 smtCommerce 100,000 smt

Offices 148,000 smtOffices 148,000 smt

Private services 76,000 smtPrivate services 76,000 smt

Productive 81,000 smtProductive 81,000 smt

Public services and spaces 768,000 smtPublic services and spaces 768,000 smt

Parks 389,000 smtParks 389,000 smt
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The concept of Renzo Piano Master PlanThe concept of Renzo Piano Master Plan





The central section of the Master PlanThe central section of the Master Plan



Viale Italia, the central axisViale Italia, the central axis







Existing  buildingsExisting  buildings



Design of the reuse of existent buildingDesign of the reuse of existent building







Private services Private services 



Private functionsPrivate functions



Public cityPublic city



HousingHousing



What can we learnWhat can we learn

�� Role of politics and valuesRole of politics and values

�� Role of symbolic dimensionsRole of symbolic dimensions

�� Role of of market dynamic Role of of market dynamic 

�� Role of financiarisation processesRole of financiarisation processes

�� Role of property and banksRole of property and banks

�� Role of public administrationRole of public administration

�� Role of the architectsRole of the architects

�� Conflicts, negotiations, corruptionConflicts, negotiations, corruption

�� A project is a project ifA project is a project if……..
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